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IJKSClUl'TION OF THE BAliONV OF UP- 
PER FEWS, COOSTT 0» ABMAGB. 
Continued from p. 171, ^o. XX, 

IN this barony seyeral quarries of 
argillaceous schistus, or slate, have 
been discovered' in the neighbourhood 
oft Cregan, and partially wrought, but 
th«ie ma^bidy one or . two of them 
open at present-; they are of a light 
Uue coiouri' and are heavier tlian 
thet common imported siates and 
c«bje(|uently are more serviceable, 
iiot being so easily blown otf a house 
by the wind. Beds of diflfereiit kinds 
of ochre and pipe-clay have been dis- 
covered on the banks of rivers, and 
tbere^ are indications of dilFerent kinds 
of minerals, . both in ^springs and other 
places, such as iron, copper, lead, &c. 
For t|e sineitiog of the latter of these 
fcom the ore (which *it is said was 
procured from the iiMuntains toward*' 
Keady) there was formerly a house 
in the neighbourliood of J>Jewtown- 
hamiiton, called a smelt mill, tl)e gi- 
gastic bellows of wliiuh were wrought 
by a- water wheel; hiil this is in 
ruins tojig since. 

The linen manufacture, when ia its 
prime, was carried on exteusively in 
this barony« almost evory house be- 
JDg provided with a loom «r looms; 
but now numbers of the weavers have 
to betake tliemselves to labouring for 
their supppit ; there are howevcrsoiue 
kwqftbem employed -by dilferent. 
cuttvn manufacturers to weave cot< 
ton. . 

The principal pfoprietors of estates 
in this barony^ are the earl of Char* 
ieniount, sir Walter - Synnot, knight, 
Thomas Ball, Joshua M'Geougb, and 
Adam Noble:, esqrs. counsellor Ha- 
milton, major Eastwood, the Re r. Dr. 
Quin, and the represetiiatives of die 
late James Donaldsou, Edward Tip- 
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ping, and James M'Cullagh, esqrs. 
deceased. Some 'of these let their 
lands reasonable, and wish their 
tenants to live well under them, 
Whilst others seem only Intent to out- 
vie each other, who can set theit 
lands at the highest rent, seldom bring- 
ing to their recollection, or thinking 
of thos* lities of Goldsmith, record- 
ed in yoUr November Magazine: 

That, 
A bold peasantry, their country's 

pride. 
When once destroyed, can never be sup* 

plied. 

Bogs which heretofore were given 
gratis,' as an appurtenance to each 
wrm, are no# let in some places, as 
hr^h as the best arable land, and will 
at the expiration of the old lease* be 
higher, as the landlords are striving 
to make a monopoly of them, reserv- 
ing the same as a "royalty in all their 
new leases. The Irish plantati«)n acre 
was universally established, but the 
earl of Cliarlem6unt has introduced 
the English acre, and no doubt the 
rest of the landlords will be restdy 
enough tafollow the example. Lands 
I presume (not including ther moun- 
tains iMid red bogs) are now setting 
on ah average at the rate of one 
gttinea and a half by tlie Irish acre, 
or tlHTeaboutt 
• There are several of these land- 
lords who reside occasfionally in the 
county, Imt there • sire iloue who 
have ban** la'tite barony at present; 
Sir Wjlle? Syiiiiot, and fhwnas Batl, 
esq.' only exc^jpfed ; the late Edward 
Tipping, Jaraes M'Culla^, and A- 
dam Noble, esqi^. formerly resided 
in it. Sir Walter has an <e>aensive 
and beautiful demesne, lit Baliimoite 
(which is about iialf Via/ b«we«|. 
Newtowtjhamikon ■ • and ■ Mountnorris) ■ 
plaftted in the inbdei'h • stil*, * wiilh 
ditfeieat' kinds of timber' (for th^ 
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most part ever-grwns) which appear 
to btf tTtrivifrg renfal-kkbly weii, the 
}iouse is modern, and appears lo Ue 
h«rj>e and spacious, having two semi- 
cirdi's in the front ; it is tliree ■sto- 
riits higli, and (if I reinejftber tigiit) 
has an attic story over all, it is si- 
tuated Oil a rising gjojtnd, » ill> an fcx» 
tensive valley ift thfe front, flirougii 
tvhicli a rivijkt<iji)s in a meander-uig 
course, aud adds much to the beau- 
ty of the scene ; over this vaH«y, 
cue ©f t]ie I'oads to the house pass- 
es, aud there aVe two snug stone 
briirfges over the fitulet, whivh here 
divides in two parts tor a short way ; 
tjjese, with the fancy plantings every 
wliere dispersed, and the distant vie* 
of niooniaius, bflb aud dales, and 
a beautiful sheep-walk ott the face of 
a hi!) in Rront, make the "prospect ap- 
pear trnly charming. The main road 
rdns along tlie west side of thi« de- 
mesne in a northern direction, until 
if aiVeets the rivvrlat beforeniention- 
ed, where a stone bridge crosses, 
ahd the road continues ir> thfe iniclst 
of trees for s«MTie way, untrt it reaches 
the residence of William Seed, esq. 
who lives in a large house convesient 
to the road. On the left is the ri- 
vulet aforesaid, whose banks when 
it passes the bridge become elsvated, 
and assume a bold, prominent aspect 
aad are tastefully plautetl ; there 
M also an aqueduct on the east bank 
tvhere a stream of water is brought 
to a great eraineuee, from whence 
it falls down into the rivulet ; ifaere 
|j an inter\'al of level ground between 
the bank and the rivulet on the west 
sJSie, wliere another beautiful road 
runs to tlie toikse; when- Uii* roiid 
cemes to the bridge betoFeuK-ntion- 
eil, it crosses under tlie main road 
(there being an' arch made under it, 
ahd over the small Toad for that pur- 
pose) and runs along the side oi the 
bill a cohsideraWc way t» t-lie 
house, making in tfa« whole f sup*- 
pose a distaiice little short of an 
Eitglish mile. Sir Walter resides in, 
or near Drogheda, and' jias given this 
beautiful demesne to his eldest' son, 
Marcus Symiot, esq who resides 
on it; his brother Captain Syn- 
iiot, has also btttlt a house in ibe 
aeighbourhood, in which he dwells. 
'Ihoinas JSall* esq. ooly i«sid«t»s- 



ca^ioQally in this kfftgdfem lining iw 
tljfe Inost part at Ifculr; Wis brother 
Captain Ball, however lives here con- 
stantly, and is nnivwsaHy esteeni*«l 
bv the ■ tenantry : he is agent to his 
brother. Mr. 'Ball's' demesne is near 
Cross ; it is not at present extensive, 
but he intewls to enlarge it,, and lo 
jjlant riiore thnlSer trees ; those aheady 
frfwnted are ihriving tolerably well. — 
J here, was only a smaH lodge on 
this demesne; until a_few years back, 
wljen a ^bd house was built ad- 
joining the old one, the' latter being 
reserviid for a' kitchen, oflSce, ic. ' 

'J he number of houses whefe pub- 
lic worship is celebrated in this ba- 
FQuy, are 13, namely Cregan, New- 
tdwnhamilton, Ballyuioiije, and Lisna- 
dill churches ; Freidu^ aud Newtown- 
hamilton Presbyterian' meeting- iiouses ; 
Clarke's- bridge Seceder meetings 
house, . and Gi^^tummood, Drum- 
muckavall, Corliss, Culiyhauna, Bal- 
lymoire, and BaH^ymacnab, chapels, 
aud mass is celebrated every Sun- 
day, near Ntwtownhamilton, although 
no chapel Is ytt built. 

The churcii of Cregan, is an an- 
cient etlifice, and has aji extensive 
buiying ground, enclosed by a good 
wall, a new tower was built to 
this church. i"u the year 1799 which 
v»as not raided enougfi for the origi- 
nal' .plan, and therefore has a clamsy 
appearance The river after it tum- 
bles clown several ledges, o< rocks at 
the bridge of Cregan. (which has but 
one arch of aj gj'eat spau) runs a- 
mong ' very high,' proraineiit and in 
some pkiees perpendicular rocky 
banks for a short sixtce, which are 
covered with hazle aiid other timber ; 
on the higUfst and snost perpendicu- 
lar one of thete, the church of Cre- 
gan is erected, tlie brink being within 
a few feet of the door, with only 
a dwarf, wall between it and the 
precipice; several large ash treesf 
grow ou the face of this bank, out 
of the clefts ol the rocks : the rivpr 
here takes a turn towards the glebe 
bouse, which stands pa a sjnall, band- 
gduie, round hill, on the opposite 
baiikji-' about one hundred percbea 
fi'om the church, the house was greatly 
irtiproved and a new whig built to it 
by Dr. Hamilton, now rector of 
Mniraghb'raek parish, aad princip^ 
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astfoHOfWer in theAnnagb Observ^Ry^ 
wlio also enclosed a iie^v gardei) tor 
tlifi same, and planled a great num- 
ber -of trees of dJS'erent sorts {par- 
ticularly firs) oi» tUe banks of ilic 
river and other places, s«ich as along 
the church and 'garden walls, the 
boundary ditches, &c. so that these 
with tte clumps, and other plantings, 
make Uie wliole appeal a trtily ro- 
mantic spot. On a hill adjacent is 
s charter-school, in which about 40 
boys are maintained, clotbed, ami 
educated, by the Dublin incorporated 
society', uiitii they be fit to be ap- 
prenticed to different traiies ; but it 
is said that this ai;d several other 
schools are to be suppressed from, the 
recommendation of the Board ofj 
Education, .for some- of the rjeasoiig 
which may be found ai large in their 
report, a copy of wIhoIi was pub-, 
lii^ed in this' Magazine, for October 
last ; tlie vicaria) tythes of this pa- 
rish were let by the late rector, tiie 
Hon. and Rev. Piprce Jocelyn, now 
toi-d Bishop of Leighlin and Ferns, 
at ^60.0, but it is thought they are 
worth .muph more ; the present rec- 
tor the Uer. Dr. iitewart, brother to 
Sir John Stewart the late. Attorney 
Genetal. intends holding them in 
Jiis owji hands and to make tlie most 
of them. 

The church of. Newtownhamiitoa, 
called tlie new r-tiurch, stands on a 
bare, green bill, about a mile S.li. 
ot that town ; it is a modern struc- 
ture, being erected about tlie year 
1772 ; it. has. a Mty steeple with two 
bWls. The glebe hou.se was built a 
few years ago on tlM saoie bill c«ii- 
venient to the church, by the Rev, 
Robert Trouson, the , present rector, 
and' has DOthing to recammend it, if 
it be not its cop9picuous< a«<l i^tiry 
situation, few trees being, yet plat)te<i'; 
this parish was once part of the pa- 
rish of Cregan, which was .divided, 
but the omallest p^rt fell to. its share, 
tlie tythes of' tlw «ame .not amount- 
ing to half tlie jiuin. of that of the 
foregoing ; parisk 

. .The churgbes .of Bauymoire -and 
Lisnadill are, .more properly speaking. 
chapels of e»^e to the Armaj^ church, 
being both ia the parisli .orArtnagh; 
the former is w aucipnt ^i(ic« witU 



a: belfry ; the lati<er was butU ia the 
year 1772 in rather a low situation, 
near 4he jiide oi tlie road leading to 
Armagh fi-om Diublin, and has a k>fi^ 
steeple ornuinented with a great quau* 
tity of reddish hewn limestone, and 
bearing tlie .arms of Uie late .primatjC 
Robinsan J tliis «h»cch awl that pf 
MewtownhamiUon.. being byilt undet 
the atispices of that worthy prelate. 
In BaUympireand Lisnadill churches, 
curates ge^ecaliy o^ciate. but the 
curate of the lajttei; is always looked 
upon to he in tlie »^y of promotion, 
being under tlie immediate patronage 
ot the primate; he als9 lias a, go^ 
bouse and farm in addition to his 
stated salary. 
'i'iie meeting hiHises,* and -chapele 

* tu 9 tliunder storm, which happened 
in the month of October, 180!S, ip the 
nisht-time, one of tlie I'reshyterian niciet- 
ing houses {ttiat of Fieidnff, in Creguo 
parish) was struck in two place* by iighi- 
iMDg, . one of these places was on the 
not ironiediately ahorc the pulpit, the 
electric fluid, jt is thought. bein^<attr»cted 
to that place, by a, toiall iraii rod, wliich 
supported the canopy of the ^iiie; il: 
dashtd otr about IS inches bruad of the 
states, taths, &c. tuitil it came to the pirl- 
pit, which it drove in pieces int* the floor, 
ahd f>e'nded the irou rod tiefarefnentioned 
considerably, the other place struck, was 
tile top of the gable of the aisle, a few feet 
of wtiich It threw down ^ .part«f tbeelec- 
ti(i« fluid it^is supposed ran ia^ii oblique 
direction across the roof, wliieb it da- 
maged, tuntfoUngoif the slates, &i'. ia the 
direction it ran ; the remainder it is 
thought entered into tha b«u«e Vi«d oc- 
casiaiied consideralile damage to a R'«>d 
seat inimedJately uader where It jent.cred j 
tliie whole' in the egress, scarcely tuft one 
sifigle pane of glans which it did not drive 
0<it, and part of the sashed With tbe same, 
and there w&s .nut a liisure or hols, in the 
walls, thwt the rBoilar was not forced mS 
in-j>tbr: outside ; sever»l boles wene also 
made under the faiin«bitiua, uii« of thetm 
in particularof a cunsidciable size, wl'ere 
the electri*" fluid inade its passage out ; 
the. ground in the oiutside uf the house 
beiu^torit i,» iiwny ptac^s as if it had 
beeo gr;aae4-by small cannuii shot : one 
of these scoras ran forward to a sewer or 
drain, mad€ for the purpose of carrying 
offr water {fuqi th» grave-yard, whi;re it 
turne.d and jnivsed down th£ same, divid- 
iog lilie gfias» and olluir aquatics, for a 
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«f this barony are mostly ni-w build- 
ings, soirie of the cijupels being built 
witbin tills f,w years back oii the 
ijite of old ones, an<l greatly enlarged ; 
they are all slated, one or two only 
excepted, wiiich it is expected in a 
fcw years will be slated also. 

Without giving a particular descrip- 
tion of the customs, &c. peculiar to 
this barony, which however are inuch 
the same among tlie Roman Catholics 
as iiv other parts of the kingd-jm — 
"The old Irish cry, or funeral caoine, 
and bonfires on midsummer and St. 
Peter's eve, are still prevailing ; but 
weddings on horseback, like tliose in 
Cqinberlaatl, are not so .frequent 
sirice the spirits become so dear ; I 
sl^ali conclude this description by a 
short account of the towus> villages, 
&c, in this barony : 

Newtownh-imilton, anciently TuViva- 
len, from the towtrrand it is' situated 
in, is the only market town at pre- 
sent in the barony ; a good market 
being held on each Saturday for the 
sale of meal, potatoes, flax, yarn, and 
of beef, pork, mutton, &c. in their 
season, in addition to the above, on 
the last Saturday of each inouth, a 
fair is established for the sale of cat- 
tle and also a fair is held the Tth- 
of May, and 6th of November, for 
the like purpose. This town is situ- 
ated at the toot of Blackbank inQun- 
tain, on the road fiom Dublin to 
Armagh, the road from Newry to 
Castleblayney, and from the former 
place t) Keady, crossinaj the saijie in 
this town, all of which roads are 
much frequented, particularly by 
carmen. It contains near one hun- 
dred houses, great and small, aboiit 
the half pf wnich are slated ; it has 
a market-square with a market bouse 
at the head of the same, jui.t in the 
|i)iddle of the road from Ktjwiy ;— 
tiiere is also a new sessions house 
built here, where adjournmeuts oi the 
general cjqarier spssioiis of tile peace 

considerable way in its pagsa.E^o. A man 
wHo lives in the retiring lioUse, iteoeived 
s Shock, toeing (JroTe ;i^ainst the wall, as 
he was endenvonriiij; to rise j lint neither 
he i,or any of the family were- otherwise 
damaged, altfioush Pn* "' th* scores ran 
iuitnediatcly close te the enftof the 1iou.se, 
agdiust wbich'it dashed up a' guaotit}'' of 
tarf-mould, &c, 



fdi' the division of Markethill in fhis 
county, are held twice in the year. 
This lowii is in the estate of coun- 
sellor Haniilton (son to the late lord 
bishop of Clonlert) the leases in this 
part of his estate are mostly perpe- 
tuities ; the coulitry is therefore im- 
proving fast, which seldom fails to take 
place, when there is security by good 
leases, for the inhabitants to enjoy the 
fruits of their labour. 

Cross or Crossmaglin, contains about 
20 houses, mostly detached, two or 
three being tlie most in one place ; 
it is situated on a rising ground, on 
the road from Crcgan to Cairick-ni::- 
cross, one of the roads from Dim- 
dalk to Castlebiavney, inteisocting 
the same in this place, it has a large 
common, and ten fairs are held lu're 
in the year, namely, the ^\edncs(lay 
after Candlemas ; the VVednes<lay be. 
fore rati ick's day ; the last Wednes- 
day in April ; the 3(ith May ; the 
Wednestlay before niidsuninier o.s. 
the 5th of August ; the 4lh Septem- 
ber ; the Wednesilay after Michael- 
mas o.s. the Wednesday after Ail- 
lialiowtide, o.s. and tlie ]t)ih day 
of December. Materials are now 
procuring by Thomas Ball, esq. (in 
whose estate this town is) for this 
purpose of building a maikKthouse, 
the summer ensuing in tiiis town, 
where he inteuds to establish a weekly 
market; it is said he also i, tends 
altering the fairs to monthly ones, 
the most of the present fairs behig 
oil Wednesday, the maiktt day of 
Castleblayney, wiiich is ^ilv a few 
ii»ik-s oft. 

Johnsloiis^bridge, or barrack, or Ca. 
moly, as it is called, (Tom the towii- 
lamlthe commotti is sivuated in, is in 
the estate of Adaln Noble, esq. it is 
rcaiarkabte for the rtfins of an old 
bari«ik (pirt of the wiills being yet 
staii'diftg) this barrack-, sind one on 
tlie fop of Ufacki^ank mountain weie 
built, it is' sutd, at tht Ifisiance 6f bid 
John Johnston, of the lews (as he 
was called) for the pnrpose of having 
(roop>! convenient to aniioy the great 
(lUiliber of tbi^ves, robbeps, aMdlViHr- 
(letefs, wh» (WBfterty infefsied this 
paft of the kiilg(*o«r. A carmau's 
mn is iK>w kept in the house old 
Joluistyt* livesd »i)i adju«»iiig the b-it- 
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rack. Fitire are held h«re on the 25th 
<iay of May, aiul the 25th day of 
Jioveniber', tor the sate oi cattle, &c. 
M\t%\: fairs ar« the slated limes when 
seiviiiUs, both boys and girl?, are hired 
in tills country ; peo|>le tlierefore, 
who want them tor n.any miles 
around, especially from the north, 
resort thither for that pnrpi)se. 

Bahiagtera, or Ballsaiill, contains up- 
wards of !,'0 thatched houses most of 
«ihich were small cabbi; s ; botii tliis 
and the town last mentioned, are on 
the road from l>iibliii to Armagh. 
There are six patent fairs in tlie Al- 
manacks, for this village in »;ach year, 
none of which are held ; but tiiree 
other fairs are held; the first on 
Sinove-Tuesday ; the second on the 
Thursday aft«r Trinity-Sunday (Corpus 
Christi) and the third on St. ihoinas' 
day (the Slst of December) this 
village is in the estate of Major 
ICastwood. John Johnston, esq. son 
to tliC John Johnston beforementioned, 
resides in a long, low, slated house, 
at the south end of tliis village, which 
be calls Woodvale ; he is now an 
old man, and was always esteemed, 
being quiet and inoffensive in his 
manners. 

Culoville is situated in a level conn- 
try, on the straij^ht road from Dun- 
daik to Castleblayney, which is here 
intersected by tlie road from Cross- 
luagthi to Can ick- ma-cross, I roll) the 
former of which it is about two miles 
distant ; it contains only a few de- 
tached neat houses, among these is 
that of James O'Callaghan, est), and 
William Crawley the present captain 
of the Cregan infantry. 1 his village 
was formerly in tiie estate of James 
M'Cuilagh, esq. deceased, but he 
having BO male issue, it devolved to 
Ills daughter, who married John Reed, 
esq. who lives at present near C'ar- 
rick-ma-cross, and is an elder brother 
to William Keed, esq. of Uallymoire, 
beforementioned. A patent was obtain- 
ed for four fairs to be held in each 
year, in this village, the first of whicii, 
was to hold tor i*o days ; but 
several unhappy party quarrels hap- 
pening in them in those tim«, t!»«y 
jjave been discontinued for many 
years back. I.D- 

CtvgAvg, Jan. 1, l*lOr 
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tKANSLATIOV OT A rj OBIOIHAL DLSPAIWU, 
FROM M. BARItLON, THE AMBASSADQK 
OPtEWlSTHE XIV. AT THE COURT OK 
E.NCLASD ; CIVraO AN ACCOUNT OF 
THE DEATH Of CHARLES THE SECOND; 
LATELY PU8LI.<HEO IH THt AfPENOlX 
TO MR. rOX's HtSTORV OF THE EAKLY 
PART OFTHE BEIOS 0» JAMES II. 

THE letter which I liave tlie 
lionour of writing to-day to 
your majesty, is meiely to give 
you an account of the niost impor» 
tant circumstances which passed at 
the death of the late king of fyigland. 
His illness, which began on inonday 
the 12ih of February, in tlie morn- 
ing, underwent several alterations 
the following days ; sometinus he 
was thought out of danger, and then 
something would occur which made 
it be supposed that the disease would 
prove fatal. At length on Thursday 
the fifteenth, about nQon, I was in- 
formed irom good authority, that 
there remained no hopes ; and that 
the physicians did not think he 
could survive the niglit. I went 
immediately to Whitehall. The Duke 
of York had given orders to the 
oflicers in the anti-cliamber to admit 
me at any hour ; be was always ii» 
the chamber with bis brotlier and 
wetit out fronv time to time to give 
orders about what was doing' in the 
city. It was reijorted several times 
tlia't the king was dead. At (irst 
when 1 arrived the Duke said to 
me, " the pliysicians think the king 
in extrem'e danger; I beg of yt;iv 
to assure your master that he will 
always iind ib me a faithful antl 
grateful servant." I was for five 
hours in the king's anti clianiber, and 
tlie Duke several times took inie hi- 
to the cliamber to speak to me of 
what passed abroad, and of the as- 
surances lie receivetl from all ranks, 
that every thing was quiet in the 
city, and that he would be pro- 
claimed king, tne moment his brother 
was dead. T went for a while ^<» 
the apartments of the Jlatchess of 
Tortimouth, whom I foUnd Ut ex- 
treme grief. The physicians had de- 
prived lier of all hopes, (nsteail Af 
talking to liie o! fcer sotr6waftiJ IM 



